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1. Data protection

2. Children and the court system

3. Early help

4. DSL holding and sharing information

5. Absence from education

6. Domestic abuse

7. Preventing radicalisation

2024’s tweaks
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• Small addition (para 93) - directs you to the DfE Data Protection guidance for 

schools for more information in data protection compliance

2024’s tweaks – data protection
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• Links to two age-appropriate guides added to Annex B to help explain court 

process to children in those age brackets

2024’s tweaks – children and the court system
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• Additional bullet added to para 18 to include children who have experienced 

multiple suspensions or are at risk of being permanently excluded

2024’s tweaks – early help
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• Annex C addition - DSLs should note discussions and decisions made, 

including rationale for decisions, to include instances when referrals were not 

made

2024’s tweaks – DSL holding and sharing information
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• A change in terminology from “deliberately missing education” to 

“unexplainable and/or persistent absences from education”.

2024’s tweaks – absence from education
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• Important addition to para 24 to reflect that seeing, hearing and experiencing 

the effects of domestic abuse can impact on children

2024’s tweaks – domestic abuse
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• Change in terminology in Annex B from “extremist ideology and 

radicalisation” to “radicalisation into terrorism” and inclusion of the new 

definition of radicalisation from the 2023 guidance:

2024’s tweaks – preventing radicalisation



Browne JacobsonBrowne Jacobson

Three main changes
02

13



Browne Jacobson 14

1. Alternative provision 

2. Abuse and neglect

3. Children who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or gender questioning 

Three main changes
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Three main changes – Alternative provision
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• ‘Abuse and neglect’ renamed ‘Abuse, neglect and exploitation’ and uses that 

language throughout the guidance (see paras 19, 66 and 202, and Annex A)

Three main changes – abuse and neglect



Browne Jacobson 17

• An expect update following publication of the Cass review report – see paras 

205-209

• Schools should exercise caution because of the many unknowns about the 

impact of social transitioning, and so schools can consider the broad range 

of needs a child may have:

Three main changes – children who are lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or gendering questioning
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Amendments remain under review pending outcome of guidance consultation

Three main changes – children who are lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or gendering questioning
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1. Policy changes and staff awareness

2. Training and evidencing compliance

3. Gender

4. Political change

5. 2025 overhaul?

My top tips
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